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ABSTRACT

The present paper concerns the depiction of theegurof Manifest Destiny in the movie Book of Btitries to
make a relationship between the Manifest Desting ascio-cultural concept with its criteria and thevie Book of Eli
film directed by the Hughes brothers 2010.The m@oerays a trip done by the protagonist Eli whandoced by the
mission to carry the Bible to the western part ofiekica, faced overcome many problems done by badwhe looked
for stealing his burden in a poste chaotic envireninAt the first sight it seems to be a mere smefictional movie ,
however when dive deep inside the story ,we mag §ome symbols and aspects of the Manifest Desisng cultural
concept among them : the mission, the chosen pgeihglevestward rush and many others that charaetethe concept of
Manifest Destiny from its beginning .The aim ispive that the concept of Manifest Destiny ,thoiggharely used, still
exist and adopted by the American society on omel lzend to show for the reader and specially the &Btents to what

extend could a simple movie implies some hiddensamgss that are related directly to the culture.
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INTRODUCTION

The United States of America has become one ofgiteatest and most powerful country in the world
economically, politically, culturally and sociallit. has got so many special events and values inistory that led it to be

an exceptional country and very different from tést of the world.

The modern civilization of America is one of thggeecious values that made it as a special counmtnplg
because it is a unique civilization based on vdigctive and meaningful moral concepts and priresghat the Americans
could understand and appreciate them, and starteaitk on realizing those bases of life in ordeb&oat the top of the

world.

“Manifest Destiny” is the most important term thla¢ US civilization has ever seen, this time sinpdgause this
principle is based on religion and could be useqadilitics, society and culture. The Americans hagkaeral belief about
the meaning of Manifest Destiny before it had beesught in 18th century. Although this term hadbéésused during
19" century by the American government because theiple started to understand the real Manifest Bestihd became
aware that government is using it for their own dfés; however the concept still existed in the Aicen culture and
society, maybe because this principle’s impact s@aanuch heavy and meaningful on the Americans tthis. This
research aims at depicting some aspects of theepon€ Manifest Destiny in Book of Eli the movieistdivided into three
parts after introduction and the objective of thedg ,the concept of Manifest Destiny through whichrief idea about
this American cultural concept is given from 184%l defore until now. The second part concerns tbekBof Eli the
movie with its plot and characterization .the thiart concerns the depiction of the concept of KétiDestiny in the
Book of Eli.
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OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The research paper aims at depicting some aspetiie oconcept of Manifest Destiny in a scienceidictmovie
THE BOOK OF ELI.

THE CONCEPT OF MANIFEST DESTINY

The concept of Manifest Destiny has been stroniglget with the 18 century rush to the western part of the
American continent especially after the Texas imtelence 1836 .The dream of reaching the westetnopamerica
becomes more and more real; and the notion ofrgesthis been once again confirmed, the famous slté@anWest,
Young Man” becomes more than just simple wordstemity Horace Greeley but a real but a real syrobthe western
congquest. The American Mexican War and its issu@ddition to the discovery of gold in Californiandirmed that the
west is blessed and it is the future.lt was theofra strong belief in the nation’s destiny to gaiestern territory in order

to spread the American way of life from the Atlarit the Pacific.

It was John O’Sulivan who used for the first tinhe term Manifest Destiny in 1845 to justify or tep&in the
idea of the American expansion and acquisitiomfaw territories whether by a legal trade or by ding that of the weak

communities especially the Indians. He wrote:

“This claim is by the right of our manifest destitoyoverspread the possess the continent whichigeoge has
given us for the development of the great expetinoénliberty and federated self-government entrdste us”

(Shane Mountjoy, p10)

It was so clear that this text has directly justifithe future governmental acts of securing Oregermitory
California, Mexican land in the Southwest, and,tle 1850s, Cuba. to extend its influence beyondcdtstinental
boundaries into the Pacific and Caribbean basivdkile the United States clearly had the materégdability to expand
westward in the nineteenth century, it would notvéhadone so without the social idea of Manifest Dgst
(KarlK. Schonberg6)

Manifest Destiny became also the banner that hidescrimes committed against hundreds of nativeshiy
westward expansionists. The notion of Manifest Dgstvas published in the papers and used as progagtor the
decision makers of US nation’ Destiny required UpSwer, but so did power require Manifest Destitdarl K.
Schonberg66

Yet what had been published was only an expregsfideelings lived by each American; John O’sulivained
only a term to a cultural tradition that is deepbpted in the history of the USA.By the first settlent of the Fathers
Pilgrims and their successive events that nourigsheil journey and transformed a simple trip frdm tld world to the
new one into a holy trip lead by divine forces. eeils that lurked in unknown territory which wakeady occupied by
Native Americans, not all of whom were friendly. \Wetheless, the dream was extremely potent, nat fmnlthose who
sought America fabled wealth, but those whose denses were chained by religious persecution. Enes of events
that the first puritans witnessed during their sgemed so exceptional and abnormal. In fact,dhengy of the puritans,
who has been considered as separatists by thestBdtown, from Plymouth to Virginia was the begimiof a real
Exodus. The disease that affected part of thegnsijtthe clash and tensions that have been es&dblisnong the puritans

and the non-puritans on the Mayflower than the nmapbrtant event that of the strong storm thatgsbthe ship to change
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its direction to Cap Code were signs of the greaigérs that expected those who dream about a bter a new world.
What followed created the legend; the hard winfet620 -1621 that killed half of the puritans, thiist contact with the
natives who at the beginning were hostile than tastablished a peaceful neighboring relationship, meeting with
Squanto and his tribe .The natives acted as gtidesgh the forests and taught how to raise crimpunt or simply how
to master the new environment or precisely howuxvige in this new and unknown world. The dinneatthhad been
organized on November 1621 by the colonists whdatédvtheir neighboring natives known by The Thamkisg is the
symbol of the end of an age and the beginning ofter one .It also transformed the simple trip vii¢hdifficulties to a

pilgrimage to a holly land and the separatistsitans to Fathers Pilgrims.

From that time and on, the American people staddgelieve in their destiny and realized that iftespf all the
obstacles and crises that happened to their amsge§€od had survived them through some miraclestpuput them in
charge of spreading out democracy, liberty and im&gs.Salvation became then the core of the Ametlwaughts; in fact
people compared the survival of the Pilgrims witattof the Jewish with Moses and America as thenied Land or the
providence given by God to the new chosen peopéeAmericans. The idea of chosen people convinloedhéw settlers
about the divine mission given by god to estabéishew society completely different from that of ild world and a
political system based on democratic institutidvat had been neglected by the European countriessithen beyond the
Christian belief or asJAMES W. CEASER explained Whechoes of Puritan themes can readily be foumanifest
destiny, in the degree that it can be consideredligious doctrine, is more properly placed in gteand of “liberal
Protestantism” rather than traditional ChristiahnfBAMES W. CEASER 16)

All those events convinced the Americans strengtehe idea of the chosen people and convinced #imut
the mission that they have to fulfil .the taskas them is too difficult but the end would be gtars and all what follows
was only an additional proof to their convictiofiste American Revolution, the Louisiana Purchase, Biitish American
war , the Mexican American War are considered aaat@s for the American society and even the Anaericivil War is

for them an exam for their pursuit of the divingpimess.

Although the term ‘Manifest Destiny’ is nowadaysalg used, due to its bloody impact on the minesitithe idea
of ‘Destiny and the sense of Mission’ is deeply lieg in the minds of the Americans who are beligvin their

exceptionality

‘Mission, in this sense, is a covenant between Azes and God that they will live and conductsaciata way
that becomes a brilliant example for the world, anifiestation of John Winthrop’s “city upon a hillManifest Destiny
was a political idea incorporating the westward rament and, as a by-product, led to the subjugatfative
Americans... Manifest Destiny became muddled cedfusth Mission. We must add, however, that thiewvisf Manifest
Destiny eventually died out. Mission rode on. TheeAcan mission statement in the Declaration ofelpehdence called
for “a decent respect for the opinions of mankintthat could be more humble? The point is that “Angari
Exceptionalism” is more related to Mission and widual attitudes than it is to Manifest Destiny any sense of

American triumphalism.’

DAVID M. ABSHIRE 08

Impact Factor (JCC): 1.1947- This article can be danloaded from www.bestjournals.in




12 Frid Daoudi

THE BOOK OF ELI

THE BOOK OF ELlis a poste apocalyptic neo-westectioa film directed by The Hughes Brothers in 2010
written by Gary Whitta and starring Denzel WashimgtGary Oldman, Mila Kunis, Ray Stevenson and ilenBeals.

Plot of the Movie

The story is about Eli (Denzel Washington) who season foot the former United States from the &aséach
the extreme west, San Francisco. Trying to suriiee desert caused by a nuclear chaos thirty yesfse, Eli arrives at a
town which reflects its time and environment legdCarnegie (Gary Oldman) who dominated even thedsof people
and who is ambitious to build more similar citi€arnegie is ambitious, he believes that only oneklmuld permit him
to dominate the minds and then the world, a boak ttas san grail for him and subject of daily saiging of his
followers. The meeting between Eli and Carnegie after a clash in a bar with some bikers in whidihkils them all.
Believing in the abilities of Eli, Carnegie propds® him to be part of his team but Eli refusedhgithat Carnegie did not
accept and tried to all means possible to attriaven by sending Solara (Mila Kunis) ,the daugloteClaudia (Jennifer
Beals) the blind mistress of Carnegie ,to sedunedrnd maintain him close to Carnegie .Yet Eli retlgany proposition
that could derive him from his quest even that @iretty woman like Solara .This last attracted oy $ecret side of Eli
Jlooks in his bag and finds a book but she didraeatize that it was the famous book .after thatinted to make Solara
on the right way and taught her the grace befotiageahe following day ,Solara repeats the worflgrace learned but
Carnegie was at the right place to hear her aniizeethat they are words of the famous book heoaking for .After
obliging Solara to tell him everything ,Carnegialize that Eli owns what he wants and it was thgirreng of the clash
between the two men. Solara shows the way to edoafgi hopping that she will accompany him but EEt her down
while he was out of danger. She finds herself alarfeont of two bandits who want to rape her blitrBtuned in order to
save her by killing the bandits and repair hig fast. In such atmosphere, Eli opened his heareapthin his quest that he
is carrying the last copy of the holy Bible exist#ter an intentionally destruction the othersrafte nuclear disaster .1t
was a voice in his head which ordered him to téleeliook and to carry it in a safe place locatethéhwest .The voice

convinced him that he has been chosen for thatianissnd he will be protected during his trip.

Their escape ended at house where they fall betiieehands of a couple of cannibals George (MicRsddon)
and Martha (Frances de la Tour) who want to trapnthut while they wanted to escape from them ,fbapd themselves
in front of Carnegie and his henchmen .In an exgbaof fire the cannibal couple are killed with masther Carnegie
followers .The bloodshed ends with the capturingelbfan Solara by Carnegie this last threatenditheof Solara against
the book. At the end Eli accepted gives up but Egimnshoot him and leaves him for dead .Believinthe prophecy of
Eli ,Solara escapes from Carnegie and drives Bli¢owest .Carnegie so happy bywhat he gainedethens to the town
but he was surprised by discovering that the fanidie was written in Braille and he required fr@taudia to read it but
she pretended that she forgets how read it .Medavitli and Solara reach San Francisco and prectbelyisland of
Alcatraz where a group of wise men who try to salanen achievements or symbol of the dead citilimaaiming at
reconstruct a new and different one .Eli declaet tie possess a copy of King James version Bilsle story ends by the
revelation of Eli as a blind person guided by tightl of his mission and a bible in his mind whicé transmitted to
Lombardi (Malcom Macdowell) the leader of the groBfi dies after uttering the last word of the hblyok .The book has
been printed to several copies and a copy has fileead in the bookshelf among the Torah ,the Carahother books.

Solara preferred to return home where Carnegiehisshfluence, she took Eli's sword and other pgsfons as symbol of
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the continuity.
The Concept of the Manifest Destiny in the Book cEli

THE BOOK OF ELI seems to be a mere science fictiomavie however many symbols lead us to be condnce
about the fact that the writer and the directorenaeen inspired from the mid*1entury culture as Craig Detweiler

confirms in his study guide :

As Eli, Denzel Washington embodies a different kihkdero, driven by divine calling.Directors Albemd Allen
Hughes have created a distinctive look for The BaobEli. The stirring script by Gary Whitta combgelements from

classic westerns and sci-fi in surprising ways. [(Giaetweiler)
The Setting

The setting of the movie is very important the fiett the writer chooses a post-apocalyptic pediods it was
precisely explained after 30 years of a nucleariwar dead land where it is only desert that dotem#he greatest part of
the story. The hostility of the environment showshe first sight and before all the difficultidsat the protagonist will
endure. The wilderness of desert is also symbah@funknown and its danger but symbolizes moresthvironment that
faced those who decided to move westward duringléfecentury and they crossed the Texas, Nevada or Mexico
with all their dangers keeping their minds the dfein their destiny traced as a path by the diiaeds .We can also
depict the same feeling for the father Pilgrimsentitey feet for the first time the new continentloe promised land the

famous ‘city upon a hill’ is symbolized in the mewat the end once Eli reached the Island of Alzatra

The time in the movie is another symbol of the Mesti Destiny since the post-apocalyptic periodri/ dhe
symbol of no hope, darkness, and anarchy it wéacinthe period of different struggles of thé"k&ntury in Great Britain
that pushed the Father Pilgrims to emigrate ta\ber World hoping to establish a new society conghjetlifferent from
the other societies. Special Effects have beenechtzsshow the shift from the darkness to the {itite color of the movie
was from the beginning dominated by the black ardtevand more black than white as if people or diféerent
characters were living in an endless darkness thdtilarrival of ELI in San Francisco where we disothe colors and
especially the light as if the protagonist reachedven. It is so clear that the director wanteglytnbolize the difference
between the blessed and the damned people and laeagen and hell, the beginning and the end aadigaly the

mission and the rewards.

The plot of the movies reflects with exactnessdibiecept of manifest destiny .first the chosen pesymbolized
in the person of Eli throughout his revelation tba mission symbolized by protecting and carryiing last Bible on
earth, the westward trip similar to that of thesffisettlers the fight for surviving symbolized hehe fights of Eli
Carnegie's men who wanted to steal the bible amallyi the denouement by reaching the last landhénwestern part of
the continent.

Characterization

Characterization is so symboalic in this movie sitlee director chooses a colored person (Denzel \Wgism) as
a protagonist .In fact the physical propertieshaf protagonist is very important and not hazardowsder to avoid any
misinterpretation the story is based on a divinssion to Eli however this is exactly what had b#®ught by the first

Americans during the 17 18th, and 19 century and gave the birth to doctrine influenbgdhe Social Darwinism called
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White Man’s Burden issued from the Manifest Destingt resulted conflicting situations inside andsae America by
the end of the 19 century and first half of the J0century .the blindness of the protagonist is atsportant and
meaningful ,in fact Eli received a revelation tlmtlered to carry the last bible to the west this waiding him and
protecting him from the different obstacles doneaHmy evils in his path so the eyes are not necessdy the divine voice
can guide him the condition was that he must beliavhis mission and always follow the path .Thesitin ,the path, the
revelation are considered as the pillars of thecephof the Manifest Destiny and what has beentewriby O’Sullivan is
only a confirmation of the sense of the divine moisggiven to the Americans. Eli is a warrior theosgest character and
no one can beat him since he is the warrior of god.

The second character Solara(MilaKunis) represevitsfaces at the beginning the symbol of temptatti@t aims
to derive Eli from his path but the scene of Elthw&olara in introducing her in the power of prayochanges completely
the data and transform Solara from an evil adepihtgel that tries to help Eli and to take overritission of perpetuating

the values of this man.

Carnegie (Gary Oldman) the Antagonist who wantestéal the bible, the only book that could lightee minds
and then could maintain his domination over theppede represents the evil disciple and it is cthat the director and
the writer of this movie used this character réfgrto James | or and especially George Il who Ib@sn described as
Pharaoh in the American Declaration of IndependeAtiehose characters and others are represeatiegl tribute to the
period that is extended from the first settlementhe mid of 1% century when the Americans reached California and

realize a dream of over two centuries to unifyi®le territory under one and unique nation.
CONCLUSIONS

This paper aimed at depicting some aspects of trec€pt Of The Manifest Destiny a doctrine that eyedr
during the 18 century and deeply rooted in the history of thstfsettlement America .the movie though is science
fictional narrating a poste apocalyptic era infilteire , but it portrays all the aspects and theratieristics of the doctrine
of the Manifest Destiny .The relationship is smst that it proves the perpetual doctrine adoptethe American culture

in the past ,present, and undoubtedly in the future
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